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A millennium
Development 
goals
project

The 8 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were agreed at the United
Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000 and nearly 190 countries
have signed up to them including Ireland and the United Kingdom.

The 8 Goals range from halving global poverty and hunger to
protecting the environment, improving health and sanitation and
tackling illiteracy and discrimination against women.

They were introduced as part of a broader agenda to develop a set of
deliverable targets that could begin to make a real difference and to
challenge the endless talk about change. 

Alongside the Goals, a series of 18 targets were agreed to identify a
set of deliverable outcomes to aim for within a fixed period of time,
and also make it easier to measure progress.

The intention is that almost all of these targets will be achieved by
2015. Unfortunately, while some progress is being made towards
meeting some of the targets in some of the affected countries, in many
cases progress is uneven, too slow or non-existent. 

Pressure needs to be applied to help achieve these internationally
agreed Goals. This education campaign is part of that process. 
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1 WORLD 8 GOALS U DECIDE - TARGET 2015

bad news

• 2.5 billion still live on less than 2 dollars a day

• 10 million preventable child deaths every year

• 115 million children still out of school

• More than one billion people still have no access
to safe water; 2,6 billion lack access to sanitation

good news

• 130 million people lifted out of extreme poverty

• 2 million fewer child deaths a year

• 30 million more children in school

• 1.2 billion people gained access to clean water

1990 - 2003

goalsgoals8
Goal 1 - Poverty and Hunger 

Cut in half the number of people who live
on less than one US dollar a day and who
suffer from hunger

Goal 2 - Education

Make sure that all children start and
finish primary school

Goal 3 - Girls

Ensure that as many girls as boys go to
school

Goal 4 - Infants

Cut back by two-thirds the number of
children who die before they reach the age
of five

Goal 5 - Mothers

Cut back by three-quarters the number of
women who die when they are having babies

Goal 6 - Disease

Stop diseases like HIV/AIDS, malaria, TB,
from spreading further 

Goal 7 - Environment

Cut in half the number of people who lack
clean water, improve the lives of people
who live in slums, and promote policies that
respect the environment

Goal 8 - Global Partnership

Promote greater cooperation among all
nations with special concern for fairer
deals for poor countries in trade, aid, debt,
new technologies, etc.

50 countries with almost 900 million
people are going backwards on at least one of the
Goals - 24 of these countries are in Sub-Saharan
Africa

Another 65 countries with 1.2 billion
people risk failing to meet at least one MDG until
after 2040, missing the target by an entire generation.

Poverty - in 2015 if current trends continue -
there will be 827 million living in extreme poverty -
300 million more than if the MDG target were reached

Child Deaths – based on current trends, the
MDG goal to reduce deaths of children under five years
will   only be met in 2045 - 30 years late. Over the
next   decade, the cumulative human cost of missing this
target will be 41 million child deaths.

Primary Education - in 2015, 47 million
children will still be out of school, 19 million of them
in sub-Saharan Africa.

Water and Sanitation - instead of halving
the ranks of the 1 billion who lack access to fresh
drinking water, if current trends continue, there will
still be 210 million people without access and 2 billion
without proper sanitation, mostly in sub-Saharan
Africa.
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8 GOALS - 8 THINGS YOU CAN DO - FOR STARTERS!
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If you would like to become more involved in our education campaign over the coming years, contact us and
we’ll let you know what’s happening!

Contact us at info@8020.ie or on 00353 1 286 0487

Encourage discussion of the issues surrounding the MDGs – use the materials on
www.developmenteducation.ie to help with this and get further information from the sites listed
over.  Organise discussion and debate in your school, club, community group or church. 
It’s important that people know about the issues and the debates!

Spread the word – you can help raise awareness about the MDGs by getting copies of this
brochure (download it from www.developmenteducation.ie) or by making copies yourself.  Give it to your
friends, family and others in the community, trade union or church.  Multiply the message by getting
them to make and distribute copies too!  Make your own brochure – if you need extra materials, let us
know – contact our MDG’s Project Officer at info@8020.ie or phone us on 01-286 0476.

Set up your own MDG group – others already have, start by recruiting friends with a
common interest and build on from there – decide what actions your group might undertake and
build up an agenda.

Organise your own MDG event – ask your teacher, leader, community/church group to
give you the floor, think about what you want to say and how best to say it!  Invite others to help
you – use the powerpoint presentation available at
http://www.developmenteducation.ie/issues/mdg.php

Publish your own articles on the issue – use the information in this leaflet and
elsewhere to write an article for your school, club, union, church or community magazine.  Write
one for the internet or for your local newspaper.

Organise an MDG art/poster/drama competition – think about what you want to
say and how to visualise it – find a gallery or a space that will allow you to display the results
and invite others to add comments etc.  
Put on the drama (others did, see www.developmenteducation.ie) 

Paint an MDGs wall mural – we did (see www.developmenteducation.ie) - set up a group,
research the issue, design and paint a mural that will have impact – negotiate a wall first!  Think
about how to visualise the issues, what key ideas to include, images, symbols etc.  Use this mural to
educate others.

Organise an MDG Forum – invite participants from others schools or groups to join you and
discuss how to move the agenda ahead!  We plan to organise a number of such for a regionally and
nationally over the next few years – contact us for details!
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For additional information on the Millennium Development Goals and related issues, see the following sites:

www.irishaid/challenges.asp (introduction to the MDGs)

www.un.org/millenniumgoals/ (major information site)

www.un.org/pubs/cyberschoolbus/ (more friendly and accessible)

www.undp.org/mdg/ (full of detail and useable materials)

www.concern.net/development (check out the materials on Child Labour)

http://www.unhchr.ch/development/mdg.html (a human rights perspective on the MDGs)

http://www.europe-cares.org/home_eng.htm (the European Union’s position on the MDGs)

www.aidlink.ie/fact_sheets.htm (useful fact sheets on some of the key issues)

www.youth.ie/res.html (watch out for the resource Making a Difference in the resources section)

www.trocaire.org/educationandcampaigns/education (check out the CSPE website)

www.selfhelp.ie/selfhelp/main/picturesDownload.htm (great pictures for use)

S ?for  moneyvalue
What we plan to do 
and how you can 
become involved
Over the next 3 years, the organisations involved in this
MDGs education campaign plan to organise a number of
activities in which you can become involved, including:

• local and national Youth Forums on the MDGs at which
to discuss and debate what needs to be done, how best to
do it and what’s happening locally and nationally – you
can participate!

• drafting and publishing an MDGs Charter for use during elections at local and national level – the charter will
outline what needs to be done to realise the Goals

• working with young people to develop our skills of lobbying and advocacy so that we can work together to achieve
realistic change

• developing a lobbying strategy that targets particular governments and institutions on specific issues and
challenges

• orgAnising and delivering a series of lobbying activities involving young people in Dublin, Belfast, London, Brussels
and New York – these will take place in 2007

• sharing information on what’s happening locally, nationally and internationally as regards the MDGs on
www.developmenteducation.ie 

For more information on these and other activities, contact us on info@8020.ie or on 00353 1 286 0487

0.71world8goalsudecide<$1<0.65bvalue for money

S ?for  moneyvalue

S ?

Look around the sites – they have
facts and figures, case studies,
pictures (that can be downloaded
and used – see the Self Help site)
as well as ideas for action etc.

For further information, 
check out:
www.developmenteducation.ie
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