There is Hope if We Act Together

Mural by Students in Milverton and Realt na Mara National Schools 2016

This mural project began with the principal of Milverton National School, Johnny Tyndall, travelling to Nicaragua with Trocaire in
February 2016 on a teacher study trip. He was inspired by the work of Funarte, a partner of Trécaire in Nicaragua. Through
creative, energetic activities, Funarte ensures that Nicaragua’s youth are aware of their human rights and involved in building a
society that respects them. One vehicle for this creative education and action is ‘muralismo’, or mural art in the city of Esteli,
which has been given the title the, ‘city of murals’.

The aim of the trip to Nicaragua with Trocaire was to support teachers to immerse themselvs in experiencial learning about the
issues facing communities in the global south, such as in Nicaragua. Then to bring this learning into the classroom to educate
and inspire young people to take action as young global citizens. Through development education workshops in Milverton and
Realt na Mara National Schools in Skerries the 5t and 6th class students explored issues surrounding climate change, looking at
the local and global implications, and focusing on a case study of Nicaragua.

Their deep sense of justice and empathy for those around the world suffering from the effects of climate change, and their
desire to take action for climate justice, where we all take action in solidarity with our compaferos around the world, is evident in
the final artwork. The artist Eimear McNally supported the young artists on their journey from exploration and learning to
creative expression of their collective response to the issue of climate change. The mural is an example of local to global
learning in action, bringing awareness to the equality young people strive for as they look to the future, and the rights and
responsibilities we all have to make this a reality; “there is HOPE if we ACT together.”
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